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3 October 1985

MLD-5042
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Foreign Broadcast Information Service
FROM : Chief, London Bureau
THROUGH : Chief, Operations Group
SUBJECT : Monthly Report - London Bureau - September 1985
I. GENERAL
1. A delay - "possibly a long one' - in the BBC's modernization

program was indicated by Acting General Manager Roland Challis
at the most recent Monitoring Service staff meeting late in the
month. The new building is said to be "more or less" on
schedule, and it is "still hoped" that the contract for
“"MONICA," the BBC computer, might be signed this year. But
phases of the computerization could be delayed, perhaps for one
to three years; more on track are expectations for a small
satellite receive dish for cruising/research use at Caversham as
well as larger dishes for the nearby Crowsley Park receiving
site, and a microwave link between Caversham and Crowsley for
video signals.

2. Last month's media furor over several BBC-centered topics has
diminished somewhat, but there are continuing discussions of the
"MI5 vetting scandal" prompted by an article in THE OBSERVER
alleging that the security service secretly controls the hiring
and firing of BBC staff, followed by BBC acknowledgements that
this has been true, but to an ever-decreasing extent.
Revelations along these lines were the topic of a Warsaw TV

STAT program on the 11th with video including an outd view of the
Listening Room at the Monitoring Service showing

now the Head, Reception Department, manning a Finnish position.

II. OPERATIONS

A. Editorial/Monitorial

1. PMU's latest scoop from the Soviet press was the
27 September announcement of N.A. Tikhonov's retirement as
premier for reasons of health and his replacement by
N.I. Ryzhkov. An FYI sent at immediate precedence by
STAT Associate Editor | generated a "CRITIC" in
Washington and, according to WSS Chief scooped all
major press agencies by well over an hour.

2. Total punched wordage for the month was 2,627,340, the
second highest September figure, with only 1974 registering
a shade higher.
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B. Lateral Service

The news that Britain had PNG'd 25 Soviets
on 12 September prompted an urgent request
from colleagues in the American Embassy for
the names and occupations of all who were
being expelled. In less than an hour Admin
Officer| | delivered two takes
of a London PRESS ASSOCIATION item providing
this information to the amazed and delighted
requestors.

C. Technical

1. The bureau's Engineering Unit has completed a lengthy
project to modify Frederick tape readers for seven other
bureaus. Mechanical teletype read heads were replaced with
electronic read heads manufactured by Transtel, which
involved replacement of three printed circuit boards with
boards redesigned and fabricated by the unit. Recipients
were Abidjan, Gulf, Jordan, Mbabane, Nicosia, Paraguay and
Tel Aviv bureaus.

2. PMU now has three Facit 8111 typewriters complete with CSL
Word Pro-1 and Word Pro-2 interfaces installed and
operational. This equipment makes it possible for
translations produced on these typewriters to be fed into
PMU's Wang word-processing system for editing and for
printout or automatic tape punch. Thus it is now possible
for PMU to utilize more fully its OIS-50 word-processing
system.

III. ADMINISTRATION

A. Personnel

Unit Chief left Pakistan for
Washington on PCS assignment, and editor]
departed on the 23rd for PCS Washington.

B. Building and Grounds

After six months of dodging spring and summer rains as they
maneuvered in and out of their Portakabin quarters, PMUers now
have a covered, enclosed passageway to the main building, in
anticipation of autumn and winter rains.

IV. VISITORS

To _the bureau:‘ of ADD,ESG accompanied
contractors| of

on a 4-6 September familiarization visit which included a session
with members of the BBC's computerization team as well as briefings
on bureau functions and technical operations. FBI representative
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‘toured the bureau briefly on the 6th in the course of a

visit to the Monitoring Service as its guest. In England for three
months to serve as an exchange faculty member at a UK police training
facility,)] = |was intrigued by FBIS/BBC services and left with the
intention of getting in touch with LRB about possible DR services to
FBI management.

Visitors from Washington also included Harry Fitzwater, who spent the
morning of the 16th at the bureau for a briefing on FBIS-BBC
functions and cooperation, with a short tour of components of both
organizations. He was followed by Jim Hirsch, who spent the 17th on
an orientation visit to the bureau. Hong Kong Associate Editor

wound up a vacation in Europe with a TDY at the bureau

on the 13th.

Informal visits were paid by two former London Bureau deputy chiefs,

hief Editor *. Gulf Bureau's Chief Monitor
in England on private travel, dropped by on the 16th

[:::::;::] accompanied by who were
?01ne at the local pub for lunch on the 11th by Deputy Chief

to renew acquaintance with some FBIS and BBC personnel.

From the bureau: Bureau Chief‘ ‘paid a TDY visit to

Unit| 9-11 September, and PMU Chief
) visited Vienna Bureau on TDY on the 9th and 10th.

V.

Administrative Officeﬂ spent 22-26 September at the
biannual support conference visiting Cologne Unit and
‘ ‘on TDY on the 27th.

OFFSPRING
Editorial productivity increased in the domestic area as|
‘became the parents of a daughter, and
Senior Associate Editor |now have a
third child, daughter
Attachments
cc: Chief, Austria Bureau

Chief, Cologne Unit
Chief, Islamabad Unit
Chief, Okinawa Bureau
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